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he was sure, if they retained the personal kindness they professed, they would give them to the public in his vindication, as it was intimated they might be given if they thought necessary. But they never published them. In these letters I have no doubt the facts mentioned to you in my last letter and many others not remembered are shown.
It was during this siege of the Rip Raps that the general dictated the original of "the paper read to the Cabinet," which was afterwards read by Taney and given a calm .ludicial aspect, instead of that of a combative Bulletin. There is an anecdote connected with this paper which I am not sxire I ever told you, but it is worth preserving, at least in the shape of a letter.
After the paper was read,1 but before publication, --------came to me, with
his solemn face unusually elongated, and said he was sorry it would drive both Cass and McLane out of the Cabinet. I thought that would be little barm done, but he deprecated repeated Cabinet explosions as making good against the General the charge of a belligerent, unruly temper &c. &c. He said that McLane had resolved to go out of the Cabinet, and Cass had agreed to go with him rather than have it understood, by tacit acquiescence, that lie agreed to the paper: "It did not contain Ms opinions and he ought not to l)e held responsible for them.'1 I answered that it was not probable that the General wished to shift his burden on Cass: " Well," said, he, " if you mil speak to the General and he will say so much in the paper Cass will let McLune go alone out of the Cabinet or lie will be compelled to stay." When I repeated tliis conversation to the General he smiled at the suggestion that Cass was to bear the responsibility of his measure and said that if it were thought necessary to escape it McLane and he might quit the Cabinet—" he cai;ed not— they could do no mischief in or out;" but he added, " I am very willing to let the public know that I take the whole responsibility of this measure; Mr. Blair, I wish you Avould look out a place in the paper where I can put that in." I then read over his cabinet " paper " and found out a paragraph where this declaration might be introduced and he clapped it in, interlining or patching on a sentence or two to make it fit. The next morning I went to Taney's house with the printed paper, and Donelson being there, Taney, putting a segar in his mouth and his feet upon the writing table, prepared to enjoy his first state paper in print, said " Now, Mr. Secretary, let us hear how it reads for the public." Donelson read on until he reached the responsibility passage when Taney stopped him with " how under heaven did that get in!" I told him the story and he said, " this has saved Cass and McLane; but for it they would have gone out and have been ruined—as it is, they will remain and do us nmch mischief." No one has regretted the mistake more than myself and I felt it with the deepest chagrin when Cass, at the Kossuth dinner given sit Jackson Hall, volunteered a speech to make capital for a presidential nomination and selected the topic of the Removal of the Deposits as his theme, extolling that aet as the wisest and most heroic of the Administration! No ,one not in the secret could have doubted but that he was the mover of the measure in the Cabinet, so happily did he explain its propriety and necessity and praise the wisdom that planned and the courage that dared to propose it. I think the Speech was printed, but know not whether reported by the author with the effrontery with which it was uttered. * * *2
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